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Facts  Pertaining  to  the  lie  si  ’nation  of  the  3rd 

KONOYE  Cabinet. 

The  3rd  KONOYE  Cabinet  started  off  with  the  great 
nisslon  of  readjusting  t.ho  Jan p.noso-.'jicr lean  relations. 

For  this  foason,  the  retirement  of  Foreign  Minister 
MATSU OKA  was  brought  about  and  as  only  that  was  done, 
it  can  be  said  that  all  efforts  were  solely  exerted  toward 
the  accomplishment  of  this  great  mission  ever  since  the 
formation  of  the  cabinet.  However,  America 1 s  attitude  was 
by  no  means  definite.  There  were  various  oninions  as  to 
why  her  attitude  was  not  definite,  but  the  opinion  of  the 
’7ar  Minister  was  that  since  America's  basic  policy  is  to 
advance  into  Asia,  the  reason  for  ..nerica's  indefinite 
attitude  is  fundamental  and  consequently  she  lacks  sincerity 
even  in  her  negotiation.  However ,  v/e  continued  our  negotia¬ 
tion  with  the  view  that  a  temporary  compromise  and  con¬ 
ciliation  nay  be  possible  in  regard  to  the  current  situation, 
even  if  our  basic  traditional  policies  nay  have  been  different *. 

Recently  the  negotiation  reached  a.  state  of  temporary 
deadlock  due  to  the  occupation  of  French  Indo-China  by  our 
troors,  but  as  it  became  known  that  we  wouldn't  go  any 
further,  the  situation  eased  somewhat  and  the  negotiation 
was  again  resumed.  Hence,  a  message  was  sent  to  President 
Roosevelt  on  August  28  proposing  a  conference.  Nevertheless, 
since  President  Roosevelt,  in  reply  to  this,  Stated  that  he 
was  willing  to  hold  a  conference,  but  would  like  to  have  a 
general  agreement  reached  in  regard  to  the  important  matters, 
at  least,  as  r.  nromise,  an  Imperial  conference  was  held  on 
September  6  to  determine  the  basis  of  the  counter-measure 
for  this. 

As  a  result  of  the  Imperial  conference,  it  v/us  decided 
to  direct  all  our  effort  toward  the  diplomatic  negotiation 
to  the  end,  but  to  resolutely  assume  a  war  policy  in  the  event 
no  means  for  the  conclusion  of  the  negotiation  is  reached  by 
early  October. 

Since  there  was  a  time  limit  of  by  early  October,  the 
negotiation  was  carried  on  hurriedly  and  as  it  didn't  progress 
as  expected,  September  passed  and  October  cane  with  the 
negotiation  still  not  going  smoothly.  At  about  that  tine-, 
the  supreme  command  group  became  boisterous  and  stated  that 
they  will  wait  until  October  15»  but  won't  qxtend  it  beyond 
that.  Therefore,  1  requested  the  assembly  of  the  war 
minister,  the  navy  minister,  the  foreign  minister  and  the 
^resident  of  the  Planning  Board  at.  OGIG  .ISO  for  a  final  v  , 
conference  on  the  afternoon  of  October  12 * 
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-  .  • However,  on  the  day  before  the  conference,  Chief  Okr. 
oi  the  Naval  ^f fairs  Bureau  cane  and  in  talking  with  hin, 
that  with  the  execution  of  the  Naval  Gent  ral 
btalf,  the  brains  of  the  Navy  don't  want  a  Jaranosc- 

Y^>but  since  the  Navy,  herself,  can  not  say  "she 
can  t  do  it  in  view  of  her  approval  of  the  decision  of 
the  Imperial  Hoadouartors,  the  Navy  Minister  will  propose 
o  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Prino  Minister  at  tomorrow's 
conference;  so  wo  v/ould  like  you  to  doc id j  on  continuing  the 
diplomatic  negotiation. 

*  n  sucb  circunstnnce,  this  important  conference  v;° s 

heid  cat  2  p.n.  on  October  12  at  OGIG.JSO.  ,fhen  the  Prime 
minister  in  opening  the  conference,  stated: 

1  last,  we  have  cone  to  the  stage  v;herc  wo  nust 

aociee  ,/bether  it  is  to  be  war  or  peace.  In  regard  to 
t..is,  ]et  us  first  study  whether  there  is  any  home  for  a 
successful  conclusion  of  the  diplomatic  negotiation, 

’Aar  Minister  TOJO,  expressing  the  Amy's  point  of  view,  stated 

There  is  absolutely  no  hone  for  a  successful  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  diplomatic  negotiation. 

However,  Navy  Minister  OIXA^A  stated: 

Let  us  leave  the  decision  as  to  whether  there  is  any 
hope  for  a  successful  conclusion  of  the  diplomatic  negotia- 
, r.  °{1  bbe  hands  of  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Foreign  * 

Minister  and  as  for  the  Navy,  she  will  comply  with  that 
decision.  If  there  is  any  hooo  for  a  successful  conclusion 
of  the  diplomatic  negotiation,  we  want  the  negotiation  to 
be  continued.  J-oday ,  we  are  standing  on  the  cross-road  of 
peace  or  war.  Intil  today,  we  have  been  making  preparations 

™  !\hG  °i\G  hanv,4.wi?ile  carr^nC  on  diplomatic  nogo- 
?n  tL‘°  oth,'r»  but  today  we  arc  actually  confronting 
the  crisis  of  peace  or  war.  That  is,  if  we  care  to  roly  on 
diplomatic  negotiation,  v'o  woulo  like  it  to  be  carried  out 
thoroughly.  Our  preparations  will  fall  behind  if  our 
;ttitudo  is  to  carry  on  diplomatic  negotiation  and  then 
docido  on  war  in  tne  nidst  of  it  because  it  won't  go  smoothly. 
:[f  wc  are  to  depend  on  diplomatic  negotiation,  v/e  want  to 
vV1,"0  1  success  at  all  cost.  Since  we  are  standing  on 

this  important  cross-road  today,  we  want  the  decision  of 

decisionAnd^o^ahend. thiS  ^  'rant  to  COnply  ,,lth  thls 

i».  ainst  this  opinion  of  the  Navy  Minister,  the  War  Minister 

rc>  1  (J*l  • 
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The  Premier,  of  course,  is  shouldering  r.  crave  respon¬ 
sibility,  but  wo,  too,  arc  responsible  as  advisors.  Hence, 
the  determination  of  this  great  problem  cannot  bo  left 
solely  in  the  hands  of  the  Prenier.  I  believe  that  there 
is  no  hope  for  a  successful  conclusion  of  the  diplomatic 
negotiation,  but  if  the  Foreign  Minister  is  fully  confident 
of  success,  it  nay  bo  given  further  consideration.  Does  the 
Foreign  Minister  have  a  confidence  of  success? 

Since  Foreign  Minister  TOYODA 's  views  were  asked,  the  Foreign 
Minister  stated: 

Since  there  is  the  second  party,  I  can't  say  that  I 
an  confident  of  success,  but.  generally  speaking,  the 
important  points  in  the  negotiation  with  .'jig  r  lea  arc: 

(1)  The  Tripartite  Alliance. 

(2)  The  econonic  problem  in  China. 

(3)  The  question  of  keeping  our  troops  /T.N.  in  China/. 

These  throe  items  are  the  obstacles.  Of  those,  some 
sort  of  agreement  cun  bo  re.ched  in  regard  to  item  1  and 
2,  but  the  third  item  pertaining  to  the  question  of  keeping 
our  troops  /T.N.  in  China/  is  the  most  difficult  ono.  Since 
iimerica  is  emphatically  demanding  for  the  complete  with¬ 
drawal  of  our  troops,  I  believe  a  compromise  may  be  reached 
if  v jo  aproe  to  a  comloto  withdrawal  of  troons  as  a  principle 
and  station  troops  according  to  the  time  and  place  as 
specifically  dosignnted  by  an  agreement  or  something  between 
Jar an  and  China,  but  I  believe  even  this  will  be  considerably 
difficult. 

'lien  this  opinion  was  expressed,  the  rrar  Minister,  objecting 
emphatically,  stated: 

’7o  can't  yield  on  the  Question  of  withdrawal  of  troons. 
It  must  be  done  with  occupation  as  its  general  principle 
and  the  remaining  troops  withdrawn.  Since  wo  have  made  such 
a  tremendous  sacrifice  in  this  China  Incident,  it  v'ould  bo 
alright,  properly  speaking,  to  sever  her  territory,  but  in 
view  of  the  KONOYT.  statement,  that,  too,  cannot  be  done. 
Besides,  a  complete  withdrawal  of  troops  now  cannot  be  done. 

Hence,  the  Prime  Minister  stated: 

If  the  V.’r.r  Minister  insists  as  he  does,  it  is  not  a 
question  of  whether  there  is  any  hope  for  a  successful  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  diplomatic  negotiation.  There  definitely  is 
no  hope.  As  for  the  Foreign  Minister,  he  could  consider  it 
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fron  the  standpoint  of  the  general  situation  and  yield  more, 
eiily  then,  can  it  bo  said  that  there  is  hope  for  a  successful 
t  conclusion  of  the  negotiation.  The  Navy  Minister  is  incess¬ 
antly  clamoring  for  the  decision  of  the  Premier,  but  I 
cannot  decide  on  v/nr  at  this  tine.  Since  I,  as  expressed 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Foreign  Minister,  believe  there  is 

hone  of  success,  I  cannot  help  but  adopt  the  Foreign 
Minister's  opinion  if  I  must  decide  on  one  or  the  other. 

.it  this  point,  the  n,ar  Minister  retorted: 

It  is  still  early  for  the  Premier  to  cast  a  decision, 
o  would  like  to  have  hin  consider  tho  natter  once  more. . 

.is  it  was  mutually  decided  to  roconddor  the  natter, 
the  conference  of  four  and  a  half  hours  was  brought  to  an 
end  at  6:30  p.n.  However,  through  this  conference,  the 
position  of  each  boca::o  clear. 


Upon  considerin'  this  natter  fully,  I  find  that,  if  I, 
at  the  conference,  had  accepted  the  proposal  of  the  Navy 
Minister  to  leave  it  in  tho  hands  of  the  Premier  and  de¬ 
cided  on  "war"  by  yielding  to  tho  opinion  of  tho  ’Var  Minister, 
the  decision  would  have  stood  since  the  Navy  Ilinister  could 
not  have  opposed  it  and  that  it  certainly  v/ould  have  brought 
about  a  natter  of  grave  concern  to  the  Empire.  On  looking 
back,  I  cannot  help  but  foel  my  flesh  creeping. 


v  . 0n  (8;00  -  10:30)  of  October  13,  I  requested 

Foreign  minister  TOYODA  to  call  on  mo  in  tho  Japanese  room 
of  ny  official  residence,  ’/hen  I  inquired  about  the  sub¬ 
sequent  developments  of  the  negotiation  with  America,  ho 
ex.  rossed  the  opinion  that  we  inevitably  must  rive  up  our 
occupation,  that  it  wouldn't  natter  if  the  withdrawal  is 
made  with  a  tine  limit  or  summarily  without  it  and  that 
there  is  no  means  of  settlement  other  than  this. 


Prior  to  the  cabinet  meeting  on  the  morning  of  October 
i4,  I  requested  tho  7nr  Minister  to  call  on  me.’  ;lS  a  result 
of  ny  deliberation  and  based  on  last  night's  opinion  of  tho 
Foreign  Minister,  I  told  hin  as  follows: 

rc<"ard  to  the  question  of  occupation,  the  result  is 
cioar  if  done  according  to  tho  ,,rar  Minister’s  contention, 
but  if  v;o  "ore  to  yield  on  our  nretonce  and  take  the 
reality ,1  believe  that  there  is  still  hope  in  the  negotia- 
this  tine,  I  wonder  if  v/e  shouldn't  make  up  our 
road  just  the  Japanose-iimorican  relationship ,  the 

4iy?Lof/;hl5!1  is  vory  rlsky?  I  deeply  realize  ny  respon¬ 
sibility  xor  the  Sino-Japancse  Incidont,  but  with  the  China 
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Incident  still  unsettled  after  four  years,  I  wonder  if  we 
should  further  extend  our  hands  toward  the  South,  If  it 
can  be  settled  in  one  or  tv/o  years,  that  is  another  natter, 
but  judging  from  tho  opinion  of  exports,  I  find  that  no 
one  thinks  that  it  can  bo  settled  in  one  or  two  years. 

The  concensus  of  opinions,  practically,  is  that  if  the 
arrow  should  leave  the  bow,  it  nay  take  five  or  ten  years. 

This  is  Count  KANEKO * s  story,  but  at  tho  tine  of  the 
comencenent  of  hostilities  between  Japan  and  Russia, 

Emperor  Ileiji,  too,  was  unable  to  nako  a  decision.  So, 
early  on  tho  nomine  of  February  4,  when  the  final  Imperial 
conference  was  to  bo  hold,  he  called  in  Prince  ITO  and 
asked  hin  if  there  was  any  hone  of  winning  the  war  with 
Hussia.  Hence,  Prince  ITO  replied,  "There  isn't  any  hope  of 
winning,  but  it  nay  be  possible  to  prevent  the  invasion  of 
Korea  by  the  Russian  Amy  for  about  a  year  or  a  year  and  a 
half.  In  the  neantine,  v/e  must  request  a  third  power  to 
intervene  and  end  the  war,  but  since  England  and  France  are 
our  allies,  respectively,  we  have  no  third  power  other  than 
America  whom  vre  can  ask  to  intervene."  Hence,  it  was 
finally  decided  at  the  Imperial  conference  of  that  day  to 
commence  hostilities,  but  that  night  Prince  ITO  reportedly 
called  Count  KANEKO  and  asked  him  to  go  to  America  immediately 
after  tolling  him  of  the  above.  In  other  words,  they  were 
thinking  of  the  ending  of  the  war  at  the  tine  of  the  starting 
of  the  war. 

’..'hen  Field  Marshal  OYAMA  was  about  to  leave  for 
Tflanchuria  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  Manchurian  Forces, 
he  reportedly  stated,  "I  will  have  nothing  to  do.  Mr. 

KODAMA  will  do  the  fighting  for  me.  But  I  nay  be  of  sone 
help  when  the  war  is  to  be  ended".  The  preparedness  of 
our  elders  of  that  period  is  worthy  of  note. 

If  wc  should  start  a  war  with  America  this  tine,  it 
will  bo  a  real  fcorld  war  and  there'll  be  no  one  to  inter¬ 
vene.  Even  the  international  situation  is  very  different 
from  that  of  the  Hus  so- Ja"  an  ’7ar  period  and  even  our  ally 
Germany,  she  is  extremely  powerless  in  the  Orient. 

If  hostilities  should  commence,  Japan  will  have  to 
take  tho  initiative  and  attack  tho  Philippines,  As  for 
America,  since  it  will  bo  the  first  time  her  domain  will 
be  attacked,  tho  flaring  up  of  her  public  sentiment  is  more 
than  imaginable  and  it.  I  believe,  will  be  more  than  tho 
down  with  Germany  sentiment  expressed  to  date.  The  reason 
for  Lindberg's  opposition  to  participation  in  the  war  is 
the  hopelessness  of  winning  against  Germany,  but  since  the 
relationship  in  the  event  of  an  attack  on  the  Philipjrines 
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by  Japan  is  different,  there  is  tho  danger  of  such  sentiuent 
as  down  with  Hitler  being  blown  away  and  changing  conpletely 
into  an  anti- Japanese  sentiment, 

Furthernoro,  since  England  is  strentheninp  her  senti¬ 
ment  of  resistonce  against  Gornany  on  the  strength  of 
.jacrica  *  s  aid.  it  Is  a  natural  course  for  a  pe^ce  movement 
to  stir  up  within  England  if  a  Japnncse-.unerican  v/or  should 
break  out  and  decrease  the  aid  to  England  and  if  Germany 
would  undertake  her  landing  operation  at  this  opportune  time, 
it  would  be  fine.  But  since  Germany,  too,  has  considerably 
depicted  her  national  strength  in  her  war  with  Soviet  Russia 
and  since  naval  strength  will  be  involved  if  a  landing 
operation  is  to  be  undertaken,  it  nay  bo  proper  to  regard 
that  the  peace  feeling  in  Gernany,  too,  will  become  strong 
in  proportion  to  tho  pence  feeling  in  England.  That  is, 
it  seems  as  if  a  Japr.neso-Anorican  war  will  hasten  the  peace 
in  Eurone,  and  it  must  bo  viewed  that  there  is  the  danger  of 
nonce  being  brought  about  among  England,  America,  Germany 
and  Soviet  Russia  at  the  cost  of  the  Far  East, 

In  other  words,  considerable  thou  -ht  should  bo  given 
to  the  onening  of  hostilities  between  Japan  and  America. 
Hence,  I  believe  that  it  would  bo  bettor  first  to  bring  an 
end  to  tho  China  Incident  and  to  have  at  the  neace  conference 
a  reasonable  voice  backed  by  a  faultless  Kavy.  ’Tint  do  you 
think? 

In  reply  to  this,  tho  >.r  Minister  stated: 

In  view  of  so  much  sacrifice,  withdrawal  of  our  troops 
cannot  be  undertaken  as  a  principle.  I  can't  yield  to 
this  oven  if  I  were  to  risk  ny  position.  Since  America's 
real  intention  is  control  of  tho  Far  East,  if  we  wore  to 
make  one  concession,  tho  situation  will  urobably  be  that 
she'll  demand  for  another  and  not  know  where  eo  stop  hor 
demands. 

The  Premier  makes  such  remarks  because  he  fully  knows 
our  domestic  weaknesses,  but  since  America  too,  should  have 
her  weaknesses,  I  must  say  that  tho  Premier's  view  is  too 
pessimistic , 

Since  such  was  his  retort,  I  took  leave  of  the-  V,Tnr 
Minister  remarking  that  such  boin--  tho  case  nothing  can  be 
done  because  it's  a  difference-  of  opinion  and  that  I  wanted 
him  to  make  tho  sane  statement  at  the  cabinet  meeting. 
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..  ,f/‘t  tho  cabinet  meeting  fron  10:30  a.n.  on  that  day, 

.r°  ,..~r  f;.  f stor  expressed  his  above-mentioned  opinion  and 
"r  I-:'nistor  v/as  ‘the  absolute  nnstcr  of  the  situation 
yj. -h  no  one  among  the  cabinet  members  voicing  approval  or 
disapproval.  Thus,  the  cabinet  reached  a  complete  deadlock. 

In  the  meantime.  it  became  gradually  known  within 
^CS2PtSr!  tha*  s*nco  the  Navy,  her  self,  had  no  v/ill 
.  +-2'n'  t  say  so  her  self,  she  was  appealin' 

lrcT:itr  £hr<T'h  BurGau  Chief  Old  via  Chief  Secretary 
IUiiIT‘l  *01  the  Premier  to  express  it.  Consequently,  the 
Vrny . cane  forward  with  the  remark  that  since  war  with 
unerica ,  in  the  first  place,  is  a  naval  natter,  it  cannot 
be  carried  out  no’  natter  how  persistent  the  afry  may  bo 
if  the  Navy  docs  not  approve  of  it  and  that  if  tho  Navy 

sa^  s,ie  ?”n*t  ^  SN°  can't  do  it,  then  we  can 

to  dissuade  our  subordinates  and  bring  order 
within  the  service,  but  order  can'-t  be  brought  about  within 
the  service  within  only  the  Premier  stating  it, 

us  an  outcome  of  it,  Chief  liUTO  of  the  Military  'if fairs 
Bureau  called  on  Chief  Secretary  T0I.IITA  and  reported]  y 
requested  that  the  Navy  be  asked  to  make  a  definite  state¬ 
ment  at  this  tine.  Hence ,  when  Chief  Secrotarv  TOIIITA 
relays  this  to  C  h  i  g  l  OaA  of  the  i!&vc\l  Affaii^s  Durcru. 
yuroau  Chief  OKA  reportedly  stated  that  the  Navy,  as  usual, 
cannot  say  it  and  that  she  can  say  no  more  than  that  she 
will  comply  wi oh  tho  decision  of  the  Premier.  Nevertheless, 
since  the  «rny,  too,  insisted  that  it's  of  no  use  without 
'22^  saying  a. c ,  bur  only  vaguely  stated  by  the  Fremlcr, 
tho  attempt  to  break  tho  dead Jock  was  abandoned. 
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of  the  nc^h'wdent*  (10'30  -  C0:3° 

nftiY’/.T<so  •y'*  re8iaent  bUZUKI  Of  tho  Planning  Board  cane  tn 

/TO JO/  fcad^tatedi***  °f  ***  Minister  T0J0*  According  to  hie  statement, 

Nothing  can  be  done  since  the  opinions  of  the  Premier 
and  mine  (tne  v/a r  Minister)  had  clashed  head  on.  However 

fou.-dq?hir?tI2?retrd  “0re  Rb°Ut  th6  circunatances,  I  have 

T  et  r18  iB  Bta™orln*  the  ^termination 

tne  rre_ier.  If  only  the  navy  vould  definitely  sav  so 

tnin^-s  would  be  all  right,  but  if  she  claims  she  can't  sei 

Therefor3  ^ion  w111  only  check  end  counter-check  itself. 
Therefore,  I  have  reached  this  conclusion.  I  believe  that 

t  rectrWM  Tlterrlve  tUt  *°  "•«  -rasr* 

“  J  1,  ,  UJ  eonferer'C6  back  to  a  clean  slate  once 

resi-ninJ  and  te‘’f6T‘  lnclu4inS  a11  of  the  aupro-e  connand, 

I?  the  ^  °‘art  “BW  with  “»  “o  coning  forward  7rhen 

O  ^  hi0611  c0alno'  forw»rd  -fcould  decide  ttat  wa  von't 

^ri^CitKaT40^  “*  °f  U:  “  1. 

eubject  other  than  Prince  KONOYE  who  c^  SoISde^thiTg^ave 

view  of  th e  oJrof  hf  °U"ht  n0t  t0  be  troutled  this  time ’in 
th®  circumstances  of  the  Priace  to  date,  I  believe 

KUTI  n°  alWr*ativp  to  request  Prince  HIGASHI- 

kul’I  to  take  over  at  this  time.  Please  relav  thin  to  tv 
lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  KIDO,  also.  '  *  tfc 

replied T  °f  the  ordinary,  but  it  la  a  plan.  I 

^  ^^22  Keeper  2*2.^ 

0f“irtLheLoOrTK.%e1  £  £T* 

bU‘  df*  appeared*  ae 

since  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privv  sf  1^°  *1  E“peror  Mediately  and 

£r.n 

date.  When  I  reported:  *  reported  in  detail  the  developments  to 

docieu^  tztzi 

SrS  SSS 

ssi  *•  £Vlor8onai 

on  peace.  If  it  should  beheld**  prince  takee  over.  -™st  decide 
should  oe  decided  on  peace,  will  the  army  submit  to 
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the  regulation?  Besides,  since  it  is  an  unprecedented  thing  for  an 
Imperial  prince  to  take  over,  the  selection  of  cabinet  members  must  bo 
done  very  carefully. 

Thus,  the  Emperor  seemed  to  have  accepted  the  resignation  of  the 
XONOYE  cabinet  tacitly. 

Generally  speaking,  I  wonder  if  War  Minister  TOJO's  reason  for  bringi 
out  an  Imperial  prince  is  to  take  the  issue  to  a  strong  group  or  to  take 
it  to  a  weak  group?  According  to  President  SUZUKI,  it  appears  to  be  for 
a  change  of  direction,  tut  in  view  of  a  report  that  a  group  of  advocates 
of  positive  ection  is  planning  to  use  the  Imperial  prince  ae  a  figuro- 
head  and  carry  out  their  positive  view  and  since  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Privy  Seal  requested  that  the  intention  of  the  War  Minister  be  ascertained 
once  more,  I  called  President  SUZUKI  and  had  him  ascertain  the  intention 
of  the  War  Minister  as  well  as  whether  the  army  will  submit  to  the 
regulation  in  the  event  it  were  to  be  decided  on  "peace,"  a  matter 

of  concern  to  the  Enperor.  The  reply  of  the  War  Minister  reportedly  was 

that  he  could  not  state  definitely  that  the  army  would  submit  to  the 

regulation  in  the  ewen*.  it  is  decided  on  "peace."  He  further  added 

thoasgiujambiguously : 

Assuming  that  it  ia  decided  on  "peace,"  there  wouldn't  be 
anyone  other  than  am  imperial  prince  who  would  be  able  to 
suppress  the  army. 

Therefore,  at  8  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  I  secretly 
visited  the  residence  of  Prince  hl&ASBI-KUNI  and  informed  him  of  the 
circumstances  tc-  date.  And  bhen  I  told  him: 

In  connection  with  our  desire  that  the  war  must  be  prevented 
somehow,  to  solicit  for  the  aid  of  an  Imperial  prince  is  an 
unprecedented  thing,  but  there  is  no  means  other  than  this 
to  return  the  decision  of  the  past  to  a  clean  slate.  The 
Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  KIDO  is  afreid  that  it  nay  affect 
your  reputation,  bat  since  it  will  bring  trouble  to  not  only 
your  highness,  but  also  to  the  Imperial  Household  if  war  should 
break  out,  I  beg  that  you  consider  yourself  to  be  Prince  MOHIHAGA 
and  put  forth  your  whole  effort  at  this  time. 

His  Imperial  Highneso  stated  that  he  would  like  to  think  it  over  since 
it  was  a  grave  matter  and  wondered  if  he  could  suppress  the  army  with 
his  own  strength. 

* ...  On  the  16th,  I  began  collecting  the  letters  of  resignation  of  the 
cabinet  members  from  morning  and  when  I  informed  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Privy  Seal  KIDO  that  I  was  going  to  the  palace  to  present  them  to  the 
Emperor  now  as  I  had  collected  all  of  them  in  the  afternoon,  the  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Sea.l  askod  me  to  hold  off.  Stating  that  because 
I  had  collected  all  of  the  letters  of  resignation,  I  visit--*  the  palace 
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the  cab'ne?  ^  -  h°  f°fte°n  aB  4i«a*reer.ent  of  opinion  within 

!’  *preti0nzcQ-  the  resignation  of  tho  entire  cabinet  members  and 

P  V  r  i  r  !°  *TTaer°?  °fA  thG  Ebreror’  1  ffi3t  the  L<>ra  Keeper  of  the 
rtiv*  3sal  mucired  n3  to  vhnt  he  thought  of  the  In-peri*  1  orinco 

L°ld  K“?peV  °f  the  P*1V‘V  Softl‘  sinC3  r.m  M-jesty  claims  ' 
both  la^^Tvi3,7  ea-JHrrrt63i^J  ho  hex  finally  decided  to  summon 

Bicultanoously,  iaeuo  tho  Imperial  Mandate  for 
the  formation  of  the  succeeding  cabinot  to  one  of  them  and  order  the 

X  “WJl*  <*»  tln«.  ha  *l»  l..wd  «»  lr.tr.xUon 

to  r'cra’.liotoi^  b°  <?,0:i'‘1Cn  of  th0  ^rorial  Oanfnrenoo  of  Sfptomlier  6 


.  ,  A?  t0  whon  it  ay~V-  bo<  fhe  Lord  Keeper  of  the  l*rivy  Seal  on- 

tha  Va‘  MirirAer  fcad  clashed  head-on  with  the  Premier, 

•  O  Zu  °  llk f  r®cc^uislr^  hia  contention  if  it  is  given  to  him  Hence. 
?1fiv13-  thei  lfc  V;'U:d  -c  better  to  take  the  middle  c'airso  and  cUfur 
b  9|mV,V ■^alr.car— .,incc  the  Pa/;-  Minister  aetatll-  d'.es  not  want 

SrS  ^  t0  “•  ^  **“"•  t0°- 

however,  it  con  bo  thought  in  this  manner,  also.  Since  the 

problem  is  t..e  army,  there  would  bo  a  danger  of  the  army  eprin/rinx 

bec^  all  the  noro  if  it  ie  offered  to  the  Navy.  Honco,  wouldn't  it  be 

octter  to  offer  it  to  tho  stroivrur  aide  and  alleviate  tho  situation? 

*«'**'»*"«*  thHt  the  army  would  reverse  things  even 

£  SSS^jr?  *V  ?  S  CaMUet>  eh°  Wil1  he  Cli  thc  «>™  surprised 
if  iOJj  cabinet  xs  xeracd  after  it,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  ehc  already 

5°JJ  convinced  that  It  will  be  war  with  tho  resignation  of  ' 
x  if  the  TOJO  Cil,inet»  contrary  to  expectations, 

??  l?Ue  !°vCfrry  vn  the  ne*°ti*tion,  it  ray  instead  rake  her 
cel  roxic/od  anu  bring  about  a  better  result.  /TJ'  Tho  following 
aentonco  is  crossed  out/  As  to  whom  it  snculd  or,  I  beliove  that  it 
would  be  better  to  have  TOJO. 

-  _  Upon  o^reeeing-  my  opinion  tfcusly  /IN:  crosood  out/,  tho  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Sea*  askeu  mo  to  consider  the  above  advantages  end 
disadvantages  until  tomorrow. 

of  fh  the  r.orr.inr  of  the  17th,  I  sent  a  message  to  tho  Lord  Keeper 
obtained)'17*’*  Seel  thr,t  "°J°  would  b"  bottor  (if  guarantee  of  peace  is 

On  the  17ch,  tho  chief  retainers’  ccnforer.ee  will  be  held  in  the 

TOJO^nfn 1  w:U0h  the  Erjf®rcr  :'9  expected  to  summon  both 

T0.0  cad  OxKArtA  and  iesua  the  Imperial  Mandate  aud.  at  tho  same  time, 

an  instruction  to  the  effect  that  the  Army  rnd  the  Navy  should 
cooperate  and  ih.it  the  decision  of  the  Imperial  Conference  of 
beptoaber  6  should  be  reconcidered . 
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I,  Tomihiko  USHIBA,  Japanese  nation.*  forncr  private 
secretary  to  the  late  Prince  KOilOYE,  first  being  duly  sworn,  do 
make  affidavit  as  follows: 

(THAT,  the  writing  to  which  this  affidavit  is  attached, 
consisting  of  37  pages  (now  narked  for  identification  as 
International  Prosecution  Section  Docunent  No.  497)  entitled 
"Facts  Pertaining  to  the  Resignation  of  the  Third  Konoye 
Cabinet"  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Shigeki  ARAYA,  one  of 
the  forner  private  secretaries  to  the  late  Prince  KONOYE 
and  was  dictated  to  him  by  Prince  KONOYE,  excepting  only 
that  portion  of  the  writing  which  appears  on  page  35  and  the 
two  unnumbered  pages  following,  which  has  been  written  in  red, 
and  that  the  portion  written  in  red  is  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
late  Prince  KONOYE. 

In  witness  thereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  signature 
this  j  day  of  November  1946. 


/a/  Tomo.  Ushiba 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before 
me  by  Tonohiko  USHIBA  this 
5  day  of  November  1946. 


/s/  Douglas  L,  Waldorf 
Douglas  L.  Waldorf 
Chief,  Investigation  Division 
International  Prosecution  Section 
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